
 

 

Local District South Students: 
 
 
We hope that you are adjusting to the difficult situation we all find ourselves in and that you are 
taking time to rest, care for yourself and those you love, and do something everyday to lift your 
spirits.  We want you to know that you are missed and that we have been working hard to develop 
ways to support you. 
 
We want to stay connected with you and provide you with opportunities to learn while you are at 
home.  We hope that you find these activities interesting and that they provide you with something 
to look forward to over the course of the next week. 
 
Stay home; stay healthy; stay safe.  We cannot wait until we see you again. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Local District South Instructional Team and your school family 
 

U.S. History 
Week 3 Take Home Packet 

 
 

Student Name_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

School________________________________________  Teacher_______________________________ 



Students: 
 
Each of the Social Science Learning Opportunities Packet was developed based on a portion of 
the standards framework.  The mini-unit you will be working on this week, is part of the 
Contemporary America portion of the framework and uses the following Essential Question: 
 

● What happened on September 11, 2001?  What impact did it have on the United States 
and the world? 

 
We encourage you to engage in the Extended Learning Opportunity if you are able. 
 
Over the course of the next week, please do the activities listed for each day. 
 
Week 3, Day 1 

1. Read, “U.S. Attacked: Hijacked Jet Destroy Twin Towers and Pentagon in Day of Terror 
'' and annotate using the annotation bookmark. 

2. Answer the quiz questions. 
3. Write a response to this prompt:  How does the author support the claim that people had 

a hard time making sense of the attacks on September 11th? 
 
Week 3, Day 2 

1. Read, “The History of the War on Terror” and annotate using the annotation bookmark. 
2. Answer the quiz questions. 
3. Write a response to the prompt: Point of View: Which person or group’s perspective was 

most fully developed in this article? Use details from the article to explain this person or 
group’s perspective on the situation. Conclude by explaining a person or group’s perspective 
that was not fully developed. 

 
Week 3, Day 3 

1. Read: “Famous Speeches: President George W. Bush’s “Islam is Peace”” and annotate 
using the annotation bookmark. 

2. Answer the quiz questions. 
3. Write a response to this prompt: After the September 11, 2001 attacks on America, why 

were some American Muslims fearful of being intimidated by citizens? What reaction from his 
message did President George W. Bush hope the American public would have? What was 
he hoping they would do? Use evidence from the article to back your claims. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3, Day 4 



1. Read, “The USA Patriot Act and the changes it brought about” and annotate using the 
annotation bookmark. 

2. Answer the quiz questions 
3. Write a response to the prompt: Cause & Effect: What was the main event described in the 

article? What were the causes of this event? Describe each cause by citing specific details 
from the article and explaining how it contributed to the main event. 
 
 

Week3, Extended Learning Opportunity 
Visit the 911 Museum’s Virtual Tour.  Write about an exhibit that moved you.  Explain the exhibit 
and why it affected you. 
https://www.911memorial.org/interactive-museum-experience 
 
OR  

Visit the Los Angeles Public Library https://www.lapl.org/collections-resources/e-media and 
download a copy of Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer

 



Name: Class:

"World Trade Center 9/11/01 attack memorial photo" by Cyril
Attias is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

U.S. Attacked; Hijacked Jets Destroy Twin
Towers and Hit Pentagon in Day of Terror

By N.R. Kleinfield
2001

In this article, N.R. Kleinfield reports on the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. The article focuses on
the destruction of the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers in New York City after they were hit by two hijacked
passenger jets. These were two of the four attacks carried out across the United States that day by a
terrorist organization called Al-Qaeda. As you read, take notes on what people felt and experienced when
they saw the attack on the Twin Towers.

It kept getting worse.

The horror arrived in episodic bursts of chilling
disbelief, signified first by trembling floors, sharp
eruptions, cracked windows. There was the actual
unfathomable1 realization of a gaping, flaming
hole in first one of the tall towers, and then the
same thing all over again in its twin. There was
the merciless sight of bodies helplessly tumbling
out, some of them in flames.

Finally, the mighty towers themselves were
reduced to nothing. Dense plumes of smoke
raced through the downtown avenues, coursing
between the buildings, shaped like tornadoes on their sides.

Every sound was cause for alarm. A plane appeared overhead. Was another one coming? No, it was a
fighter jet. But was it friend or enemy? People scrambled for their lives, but they didn’t know where to
go. Should they go north, south, east, west? Stay outside, go indoors? People hid beneath cars and
each other. Some contemplated jumping into the river.

For those trying to flee the very epicenter2 of the collapsing World Trade Center towers, the most
horrid3 thought of all finally dawned on them: nowhere was safe.

For several panic-stricken hours yesterday morning, people in Lower Manhattan witnessed the
inexpressible, the incomprehensible, the unthinkable. “I don’t know what the gates of hell look like, but
it’s got to be like this,” said John Maloney, a security director for an Internet firm in the trade center.
“I’m a combat veteran, Vietnam, and I never saw anything like this.”

[1]

[5]

1. Unfathomable (adjective): incapable of being fully understood
2. the central point of something
3. Horrid (adjective): causing horror
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The first warnings were small ones. Blocks away, Jim Farmer, a film composer, was having breakfast at
a small restaurant on West Broadway. He heard the sound of a jet. An odd sound — too loud, it
seemed, to be normal. Then he noticed: “All the pigeons in the street flew up.”

It was the people outside, on the sidewalk, who saw the beginning. At 8:45, David Blackford was
walking toward work in a downtown building. He heard a jet engine and glanced up. “I saw this plane
screaming overhead,” he said. “I thought it was too low. I thought it wasn’t going to clear the tower.”

Within moments, his fears were confirmed. The plane slammed into the north face of 1 World Trade
Center. As he watched, he said, “You could see the concussion4 move up the building.”

“It was a large plane flying low,” said Robert Pachino, another witness. “There was no engine trouble.
He didn’t try to maneuver. This plane was on a mission.”

Dark spots fell from the sides of the buildings, and at first it wasn’t clear what they were. Sarah
Sampino, who worked across the street, noticed black smoke outside and went to the window. “We
saw bodies flying out of the windows,” she said. “It was the 85th floor. I used to work on that floor.”

James Wang, 21, a photography student snapping pictures of people doing tai chi at a nearby park,
looked up and saw people high in the north tower. They seemed like tiny figurines, and he didn’t know
if they were awaiting rescue or merely looking out. “They were standing up there,” he said. “And they
jumped. One woman, her dress was billowing out.”

Inside the towers, people felt it without knowing what it was. At about 15 minutes to 9, Anne Prosser,
29, rode the elevator to the 90th floor of Tower 1, where her global banking office was. As the doors
opened, she heard what seemed like an explosion. She didn’t know it, but the first plane had just hit
several floors above her.

“I got thrown to the ground before I got to our suite,” she said. “I crawled inside. Not everybody was at
work.” She said she tried to leave but there was so much debris in the air she couldn’t breathe. Port
Authority rescuers finally steered her to a stairway.

Tim Lingenfelder, 36, an office manager at a small investment banking firm, was sitting before his
computer terminal on the 52nd floor of Tower 1. He had just sent an e-mail to his sister in Minnesota.
Nothing special — just how was she and what he had had for breakfast.

The windows rattled. He heard a loud noise. The entire building shook. He looked up. Outside the
windows, he noticed rubble falling, and he thought, “That can’t be from here.”

Only two others were at work, a father and son who were both bond traders. They said they had better
get out. They hurried to the stairs and, along with flocks of others, began their descent.

“When I got to the 18th floor, my cell phone rang,” Mr. Lingenfelder said. “It was my sister. She said a
plane had hit and to get out now.”

[10]

[15]

4. a violent shock as from a heavy blow
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On the 32nd floor, the entourage5 was stuck for about 20 minutes because of smoke. Everyone ducked
into offices on the floor to catch their breath. Mr. Lingenfelder peered out the window and saw a body
lying on the roof of the hotel.

They returned to the stairs and made it out onto the plaza. Rubble and debris was all around. On the
street there was endless paper and unmatched shoes.

John Cerqueira, 22, and Mike Ben Fanter, 36, were working on the 81st floor of 1 World Trade Center
when they felt the collision. “People were freaking out,” said Mr. Fanter, a sales manager. “I tried to get
them in the center of the office. About 40 people. I led them to the hall down the steps.”

He continued: “We stopped on the 68th floor. I could hear people screaming. There was a woman in a
wheelchair. John and I carried her down from the 68th floor to the 5th floor, where we got out. We
started to see people jumping from the top of the World Trade Center.”

Teresa Foxx, 37, works at an investment banking firm a block from the World Trade Center, and she
had dropped off her 15-month-old daughter, Trinity, at the Discovery Learning Center on the plaza
level of 5 World Trade Center, the building adjacent to the two towers. While she was in her office, Ms.
Foxx heard the blast and immediately knew it was a bomb. “Ever since I enrolled her in the World
Trade Center, I keep thinking about the bombing that they had there,” she said.

She grabbed her purse and went outside and began running toward the daycare center. Other people
were speeding toward her, crying and screaming. She was crying herself. She had to get her daughter.

By the time she got to the center, the children had been evacuated several blocks away. She hurried
over there and found her daughter. “I just grabbed her and held her,” she said. “I was still crying, the
other parents were still crying, but we all got our children.”

When she got home, Ms. Foxx told her husband, “Now I understand why people run into burning
buildings.”

Within about 15 minutes of the first crash, the second plane struck the neighboring tower.

People in the street panicked and ran. Some tripped, fell, got knocked down, were pulled up. People
lost their keys, their phones, their handbags, their shoes.

Brianne Woods, a student at Pace University, was walking to class, and as she passed a Burger King not
a hundred feet from the trade center she heard a blast and felt the ground shake. She ran to a bank,
where people were banging on the glass, breaking it, trying to get inside. “I saw a guy bleeding from the
head right by the bank,” she said. “People were getting stomped on under the crowd. I saw a lady with
no shoes, her feet were bleeding. I was probably in there for about 10 minutes, and I was hysterical.”6

Her brother worked in the World Trade Center and she didn’t know if he was in there. She learned later
that he had not gone to work.

[20]

[25]

[30]

5. a group of people
6. Hysterical (adjective): affected by uncontrolled, extreme emotion
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She happened to have her cat, Oliver, with her, and she began wandering around, clutching her cat
carrier, dazed. “I saw two people jump out,” she said. “It was horrible. I felt I was in a bad nightmare.”

Then a calm set in again. For blocks around, all the way up to 14th Street, the sidewalks were a mass of
people, eerily quiet, for the incomprehension had struck them mute. As emergency vehicles, sirens
blaring, sped downtown, people stood and gaped at the towers with holes in them. Many people were
steadily inching downtown, not imagining anything worse was to come.

Marilyn Mulcahy, 31, had a business appointment at 9 at an office on Broadway a few blocks from the
World Trade Center. She got off the subway at Chambers and Church Streets. She saw what she
believed were pieces of a plane engine on the sidewalk, police officers running tape around it. She saw
the holes in the towers and was dumbstruck.

Reason dictated caution, to get out of the area, but she was overcome with shock. Almost unknowingly,
she walked to the office where her appointment was. Everyone had left. Even so, she took the time to
scribble a note that she had been there and would call later.

Back on the street, fear caught up with her. She changed out of her heels into flat shoes she had in her
bag and ran uptown.

On the corner of Vesey and Church Streets, across from the Borders Books and Music store in the
corner of the trade center, a small-boned woman, her hair caked with blood, was sitting on the curb,
shaking uncontrollably. One eye was clouded over. A man in a business suit was lying on a stretcher,
being loaded into an ambulance. Emergency workers came to comfort the woman. Five feet away,
another rescue worker crouched down next to a heavyset woman who was breathing through an
inhaler and hugged her.

Some Trade Center workers blessed their luck at being late for work. Kathleen Dendy, 50, had gotten
her hair cut and so never got to her office at her usual 8:30. She worked on the 99th floor. Rajesh
Trivedi, 40, a computer programmer, normally reported at 7, but he had to drop his son off at school
and so didn’t get in. He worked on the 80th floor.

A plane was heard overhead and people looked up. Another one, they thought. “No, it’s a fighter,”
someone said. “Ours.”

“Are you sure?” a woman asked.

Many people were busy on cell phones, trying to reach friends and relatives they knew in the buildings
or to alert their own loved ones that they were all right. But the circuits overloaded. Fear mounted.

And then it got even worse.

Police officers warned people in the vicinity to move north, that the buildings could fall, but most
people found that unthinkable. They stayed put or gravitated7 closer.

Abruptly, there was an ear-splitting noise. The south tower shook, seemed to list8 in one direction and
them began to come down, imploding9 upon itself.

[35]

[40]

7. Gravitate (verb): to move towards or be attracted to a place, person, or thing
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“It looked like a demolition,” said Andy Pollock.

“It started exploding,” said Ross Milanytch, 57, who works at nearby Chase Manhattan Bank. “It was
about the 70th floor. And each second another floor exploded out for about eight floors, before the
cloud obscured it all.”

Seth Bower was on Broadway when the force of the collapse knocked him over onto other people.
Bodies fell on top of him — not all of them, he thought, alive.

A plume of smoke reminiscent of an atomic bomb rose upward and then descended to street level and
sped uptown. People began running, chased by the smoke. The air rained white ash and plaster dust,
coating people until they looked ghostlike.

Some people were screaming, and many were in shock. “Don’t breathe the air,” people shouted. “It
could be toxic.” People held their breath or covered their faces as best they could with cloths or their
shirts.

Lisle Taylor, 26, a recruiter with Goldman Sachs, had just gotten out of a nearby subway stop and saw
hundreds of pieces of paper in the air. She thought it was a marketing campaign. Then she looked up
and saw the tower collapsing. “A woman grabbed my hand,” she said. “She was saying the Lord’s
Prayer.”

For several blocks, everything was black. People found their eyes burned. Many wondered if they were
seeing the very face of death.

Michael Clinch, a security officer for an Internet company, left his office soon after the first plane struck
and was standing on Broadway talking to a police officer when the first tower fell. He saw a woman
running, grabbed her and pulled her under a sport utility vehicle with him. “We got under the truck and
waited until it got light again,” he said. “There were cars just blowing up. They were trying to get
equipment off this emergency truck and get it into a building and all these cars just blew up. One
would blow up and set off the next one. It got so bad we just couldn’t do anything anymore and we had
to get out of there.”

Ten or so blocks north of the towers, the smoke had been outrun and it began to dissipate10 into the
air. People stopped, turned and looked downtown. As the air cleared, an unthinkable sight presented
itself: empty space where a 110-story tower had been.

People gasped. They trembled. They sobbed.

“It can’t be,” an elderly woman said. “It just can’t be. Where did it go? Oh, lord, where did it go?”

Many of the onlookers stayed put, frozen in horror. Slowly, the next thought crept into their
consciousness: The other tower would come down too.

Several people voiced the thought: “Get out of here, the other tower’s going to fall.”

[45]

[50]

[55]

8. to move to one side
9. Implode (verb): to collapse or cause to collapse violently inward

10. Dissipate (verb): to disappear or dissolve
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People started walking briskly north until the premonition11 became real — another horrifying
eruption, as one floor after another seemed to detonate. Another giant cloud, soot, smoke streaming
through the avenues. Again, people ran.

Many of them stopped at Canal Street and watched the smoke dissolve. People cried at what they saw:
a crystalline sky with nothing in it.

“Oh my God,” Tim Lingenfelder said, “there’s nothing there.”

That was when he lost it and began to cry.

People stood, numb, transfixed by what had to be a mirage.12 “All that were left of the buildings that
you could see were the steel girders13 in like a triangular sail shape,” said Ross Milanytch. “The dust
was about an inch and a half thick on the ground.”

Onlookers gathered in clumps and tried to understand. People with cars opened the doors and turned
on the radios, and knots of people leaned close to hear what was happening. The news came across of
the plane at the Pentagon, the plane in Pittsburgh.

“It’s like Pearl Harbor,” said a middle-aged man at a small parking lot on Canal Street. “It’s Pearl Harbor.
It’s war.”

“It’s sickos,” someone else said. “Sickos.”

“This is America,” a man said. “How can it happen in America? How?”

A young man came around imploring14 people to report to St. Vincent’s Manhattan Hospital to donate
blood.

Lines five, eight deep developed at pay phones, but many of the phones didn’t work. Most of the
downtown businesses were closed. People borrowed cell phones, but the heavy phone traffic made
communicating hard if not impossible. Countless people spent hours not knowing where a wife, a
husband or a child was.

For hours, people lingered, uncertain where to go or what to do in a no longer plausible15 world. Some
felt compelled to leave Manhattan, taking ferries to New Jersey. A man holding his weeping wife
headed toward the Manhattan bridge, telling her, “Let’s walk over the bridge to Brooklyn. They can’t
hurt us in Brooklyn.”

Late in the afternoon, hundreds of rescue workers remained outside where the trade towers once
loomed, watching the stubs of the buildings continue to burn into infinity. Several stories still stood,
but it was hard to judge how many. Above the second story was nothing but an intense orange glow.

[60]

[65]

11. Premonition (noun): a strong feeling that something is about to happen, especially something bad
12. an optical illusion
13. a large iron or steel structure used for the framework of large buildings
14. Implore (verb): to beg someone desperately to do something
15. Plausible (adjective): seeming reasonable or believable
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From The New York Times, September 12, 2001 © 2001 The New York Times. All rights reserved. Used by permission and protected by the
Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission

is prohibited.

“It’s eerie,”16 said Monet Harris, 22, a transit worker. “You always look for those two buildings. You
always know where you are when you see those two buildings. And now they’re gone.”

[70]

16. Eerie (adjective): strange and frightening

7
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following identifies one of the central ideas of the text?
A. When the Twin Towers collapsed, people who witnessed the violence went into

a rage, because they knew the incident was an act of terrorism.
B. The initial moment when the planes struck the Twin Towers triggered the most

fear from the public and caused the most damage.
C. When the Twin Towers were initially hit by the planes, people were not afraid,

but rather confused about what was going on.
D. The attack on the Twin Towers caused widespread fear and chaos throughout

New York City, as people struggled to understand the attack.

2. PART B: Which TWO details from the text best support the answer to Part A?
A. “‘I saw this plane screaming overhead,’ he said. ‘I thought it was too low. I

thought it wasn’t going to clear the tower.’” (Paragraph 8)
B. “The plane slammed into the north face of 1 World Trade Center. As he watched,

he said, ‘You could see the concussion move up the building.’” (Paragraph 9)
C. “‘People were getting stomped on under the crowd. I saw a lady with no shoes,

her feet were bleeding. I was probably in there for about 10 minutes, and I was
hysterical.’” (Paragraph 29)

D. “Then a calm set in again. For blocks around, all the way up to 14th Street, the
sidewalks were a mass of people, eerily quiet, for the incomprehension had
struck them mute.” (Paragraph 32)

E. “Police officers warned people in the vicinity to move north, that the buildings
could fall, but most people found that unthinkable. They stayed put or
gravitated closer.” (Paragraph 42)

F. “‘It’s like Pearl Harbor,’ said a middle-aged man at a small parking lot on Canal
Street. ‘It’s Pearl Harbor. It’s war.’” (Paragraph 63)

3. PART A: How does the author’s use of first-person accounts of September 11th advance the
overall purpose of the article?

A. It emphasizes the severity of the attack.
B. It establishes who committed the attacks and why.
C. It provides reassurance that some people survived the attack.
D. It shows how fearless people were during the attack.

4. PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “‘I tried to get them in the center of the office. About 40 people. I led them to the

hall down the steps.’” (Paragraph 21)
B. “‘I saw two people jump out,’ she said. ‘It was horrible. I felt I was in a bad

nightmare.’” (Paragraph 31)
C. “‘This is America,’ a man said. ‘How can it happen in America? How?’” (Paragraph

65)
D. “‘Let’s walk over the bridge to Brooklyn. They can’t hurt us in Brooklyn.’”

(Paragraph 68)
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5. How does the author’s decision to end the article with the quote, “‘You always look for those
two buildings. You always know where you are when you see those two buildings. And now
they’re gone’” contribute to the overall meaning of the text (Paragraph 70)?

A. It emphasizes how much damage was done in the attack.
B. It shows how the attack took away something integral to New York City.
C. It shows how people continued to be confused by the attack.
D. It stresses how many people were lost in the attack.

6. How does the author support the claim that people had a hard time making sense of the
attacks on September 11th?

9



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In the context of this text, how has America changed over time? Do historical events have
the greatest impact on people who witness them, or can we still feel and see their effects
years later? Do you think the events of September 11th continue to affect America today? If
so, how?

2. Do you believe that the people who witnessed the attacks on September 11th continue to
be affected by them? Is it better to move past a devastating event, or do you think there are
lessons that can be learned from all experiences?

3. In the context of this article, how do people face death? How can fear, confusion, and
bravery all play a role in these moments? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience,
and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

10



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

The History of the War on Terror

U.S. Navy Seabees participate in a live-fire range exercise prior to deploying to Iraq in support of the global war on terror. Photo by: James
Finnigan

The war on terrorism, or war on terror, is the name of the American-led global counterterrorism

campaign started in 2001. It was launched in response to the terrorist attacks on the World Trade

Center in New York on September 11, 2001. The attacks were carried out by a terrorist group called

al-Qaida. 

In its reach, cost and impact on international relations, the war on terrorism was comparable to

the Cold War. It was intended to represent a new phase in global political relations and has had

important consequences for security, human rights, international law, cooperation and

governance.

The war on terror is a multidimensional campaign of almost limitless reach. Its military dimension

involved major wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. There were also secret operations in Yemen and

elsewhere, large-scale military-assistance programs for cooperative regimes, and major increases

in military spending. 

Program targeted terrorists around the globe

By Encyclopaedia Britannica, adapted by Newsela staff on 06.28.17
Word Count 1,014
Level 1220L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

America's intelligence-gathering organizations were

reorganized and expanded. The United States began a

global program of capturing terrorist suspects and

keeping them at Guantánamo Bay. They also

expanded cooperation with foreign intelligence

agencies as well as the tracking and interception of

terrorist financing. 

The war on terror's diplomatic dimension included

continuing efforts to construct and maintain a global

coalition of partner states and organizations. It also

included an extensive public diplomacy campaign to counter anti-Americanism in the Middle East.

On U.S. soil, the war on terrorism meant new antiterrorism legislation, such as the USA Patriot

Act, which increased monitoring of people in the country, as well as new security institutions, such

as the Department of Homeland Security. Thousands of suspects were held before entering the

country, and the National Security Agency, or NSA, began to monitor and gathering more

information about people with the help of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or FBI, and local

authorities. Security measures for airports, borders and public events were also increased. 

Early success in war on terror

There were some successes of the first years of the war on terrorism. Hundreds of terrorist

suspects around the world were arrested and there was no other large-scale terrorist attacks on the

American mainland. The Taliban regime in Afghanistan, a fundamentalist Islamic group, was

removed from power, while terrorist training camps in Afghanistan were closed and many of al-

Qaida's senior members were caught. 

However, critics argued that the failures of America's counterterrorism campaign outweighed its

successes. They argued that the war in Afghanistan had effectively scattered the al-Qaida network.

Now, they were even harder to fight against. American attacks in Afghanistan and Iraq have

increased anti-Americanism among the world's Muslims. This seems to increase and justify the

messages of fundamentalist Islamic groups who want to fight against America. Other critics

alleged that the war on terrorism was just a cover for the U.S. to try to control global oil reserves,

increase defense spending and expand the country's international military presence.

Drawbacks of military campaign

By the time of U.S. President George W. Bush's re-

election in 2004, the drawbacks of the war on

terrorism were becoming apparent. In Iraq, U.S.

forces had overthrown the government of Saddam

Hussein in 2003. The U.S. war planners had

underestimated the difficulties of building a

functioning government from scratch. They had

neglected to consider how this effort could be

complicated by Iraq's inner tensions, which had been

held in check by Saddam's repressive regime but were

unleashed by his removal. By late 2004, it was clear
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that Iraq was sinking into chaos and civil war. Between 2004 and 2007, more than 200,000 Iraqi

civilians were killed in the violence. U.S. casualties in this period outnumbered those that occurred

during the first 2003 invasion. Afghanistan, which for several years had seemed to be under

control, soon became unstable as well. By 2006, the U.S. was facing a full-blown insurgency in the

country, led by a reformed Taliban.

Bush administration faced criticism about tactics

The Bush administration faced domestic and international criticism for its actions. Critics

considered the measures used to combat terrorism to be immoral, illegal or both. These measures

included the detention of accused enemy combatants without trial at Guantánamo Bay and at

several secret prisons outside the United States. At these prisons, torture was used on detainees in

an effort to extract intelligence. For the first time, combat drones, or unmanned aircraft, were used

to kill suspected enemies in countries far beyond the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan.

By the last years of Bush's presidency, public opinion had turned strongly against his handling of

the Iraq War and other national security matters. This discontent helped Barack Obama, an

outspoken critic of Bush's foreign policy, win the presidency in 2008. Under the new

administration, the expression "war on terrorism" quickly disappeared from official

communications. Obama made his disapproval clear in a 2013 speech. He stated that the United

States would no longer engage in a boundless, vaguely defined "global war on terrorism." Instead,

the country would take more focused action against specific hostile groups. Under Obama, the

wars in Iraq and Afghanistan were gradually wound down, although at the end of Obama's

presidency in 2016 there were still U.S. troops in both countries.

Obama did continue some of Bush's policies

It is worth noting that beneath Obama's rejection of the war on terrorism in his speeches and as a

framework for national security, he actually continued several of Bush's policies. The Obama

administration, for example, greatly expanded the campaign of targeted killings carried out with

drones. He even authorized the attacks on several U.S. citizens abroad who were deemed

threatening. Special operations forces were greatly expanded and increasingly deployed to conduct

low-profile military missions in countries outside of acknowledged war zones. The U.S. security

agencies continued to monitor people the way they had during the Bush administration despite

protests from civil liberties groups.
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Quiz

1 Read the following statement.

The United States was assisted by other nations in the fight against terror.

Which sentence from the article BEST supports this statement?

(A) The war on terror is a multidimensional campaign of almost limitless reach.

(B) There were also secret operations in Yemen and elsewhere, large-scale military-assistance programs
for cooperative regimes and major increases in military spending.

(C) The war on terror's diplomatic dimension included continuing efforts to construct and maintain a global
coalition of partner states and organizations.

(D) Hundreds of terrorist suspects around the world were arrested and there was no other large-scale
terrorist attacks on the American mainland.

2 Read the paragraph from the section "Bush administration faced criticism about tactics."

The Bush administration faced domestic and international criticism for its actions. Critics
considered the measures used to combat terrorism to be immoral, illegal or both. These
measures included the detention of accused enemy combatants without trial at Guantánamo Bay
and at several secret prisons outside the United States. At these prisons, torture was used on
detainees in an effort to extract intelligence. For the first time, combat drones, or unmanned
aircraft, were used to kill suspected enemies in countries far beyond the battlefields of Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Which of the following can be inferred from this paragraph?

(A) Opponents of the war on terror were most upset by the lack of open communication with the public.

(B) Decisions made by the government during the war on terror were often thought to be cruel and unjust.

(C) The use of drones during the war on terror was critical to the success of military operations against
terrorist organizations.

(D) The use of prisons outside of the United States was intended to keep the threat of terrorism away from
American soil.

3 What is the meaning of the phrase "repressive regime" as used in the following sentence?

They had neglected to consider how this effort could be complicated by Iraq’s inner tensions,
which had been held in check by Saddam’s repressive regime but were unleashed by his
removal.

(A) impressive deception

(B) large-scale takeover

(C) strong diplomacy

(D) authoritarian rule
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4 Read the third paragraph of the article.

The war on terror is a multidimensional campaign of almost limitless reach. Its military dimension
involved major wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. There were also secret operations in Yemen and
elsewhere, large-scale military-assistance programs for cooperative regimes and major increases
in military spending.

Adding which of these sentences would help explain the meaning of the phrase "multidimensional campaign" in the context of
the article?

(A) The war on terrorism was the result of many different contributing factors.

(B) Many armies came together to fight against the common enemy of al-Qaida.

(C) The U.S. military attacked terrorist organizations from multiple points.

(D) The war on terrorism was fought with both political and military strategy.
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Famous Speeches: President George W. Bush's
"Islam is Peace”

After the terror attacks of September 11, 2001, President George W. Bush gave a speech urging people not to be against Muslims. He
spoke at the Islamic Center of Washington, D.C. Courtesy of U.S. National Archives.

Editor's Note: On September 11, 2001, terror attacks by the violent extremist group al-Qaida on

the World Trade Center in New York City and the Pentagon near Washington, D.C., killed 2,996

people and injured more than 6,000. Six days later, President George W. Bush spoke to the

American people from the Islamic Center of Washington, D.C., to urge tolerance of Islam and

distance the extremist practices and beliefs of al-Qaida from that religion.

Thank you all very much for your hospitality. We've just had a — wide-ranging discussions on the

matter at hand. Like the good folks standing with me, the American people were appalled and

outraged at last Tuesday's attacks. And so were Muslims all across the world. Both Americans and

Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens, and Muslims in other nations were just appalled

and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

These acts of violence against innocents violate the fundamental tenets of the Islamic faith. And

it's important for my fellow Americans to understand that.

By George W. Bush on 02.05.17
Word Count 537
Level MAX
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The English translation is not as eloquent as the original Arabic, but let me quote from the Quran

itself: "In the long run, evil in the extreme will be the end of those who do evil. For that they

rejected the signs of Allah and held them up to ridicule."

The face of terror is not the true faith of Islam. That's not what Islam is all about. Islam is peace.

These terrorists don't represent peace. They represent evil and war.

When we think of Islam we think of a faith that brings comfort to a billion people around the

world. People find comfort and solace and peace. And that's made brothers and sisters out of every

race.

America counts millions of Muslims among our citizens, and Muslims make an incredibly valuable

contribution to our country. Muslims are doctors, lawyers, law professors, members of the

military, entrepreneurs, shopkeepers, moms and dads. And they need to be treated with respect.

In our anger and emotion, our fellow Americans must treat each other with respect.

Women who cover their heads in this country must feel comfortable going outside their homes.

Moms who wear coverings must not be intimidated in America. That's not the America I know.

That's not the America I value.

I've been told that some fear to leave; some don't want to go shopping for their families; some

don't want to go about their ordinary daily routines because, by wearing coverings, they're afraid

they'll be intimidated. That should not, and that will not, stand in America.

Those who feel like they can intimidate our fellow citizens to take out their anger don't represent

the best of America, they represent the worst of humankind, and they should be ashamed of that

kind of behavior.

This is a great country. It's a great country because we share the same values of respect and dignity

and human worth.  And it is my honor to be meeting with leaders who feel just the same way I do.

They're outraged, they're sad. They love America just as much as I do.

I want to thank you all for giving me a chance to come by. And may God bless us all.
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Quiz

1 Which selection from the speech BEST shows that Bush wants people to recognize that Muslims strengthen American society?

(A) Both Americans and Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens and Muslims in other nations were
just appalled and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

(B) When we think of Islam we think of a faith that brings comfort to a billion people around the world.
People find comfort and solace and peace.

(C) America counts millions of Muslims among our citizens, and Muslims make an incredibly valuable
contribution to our country.

(D) This is a great country. It's a great country because we share the same values of respect and dignity
and human worth.

2 Which of the following aspects of the speech is NOT thoroughly discussed?

(A) al-Qaida's interpretation of fundamental Islamic tenets

(B) the reaction of the American public to a terrorist attack

(C) Muslim citizens' uneasiness about being out in public

(D) the breach of core Islamic beliefs by an extremist group

3 Read the following sentence from the speech.

Both Americans and Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens and Muslims in other nations
were just appalled and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

Which version of this sentence creates a tone of extreme distress by replacing the word "appalled"?

(A) Both Americans and Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens, and Muslims in other nations were
just alarmed and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

(B) Both Americans and Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens, and Muslims in other nations were
just disheartened and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

(C) Both Americans and Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens, and Muslims in other nations were
just disconcerted and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

(D) Both Americans and Muslim friends and citizens, tax-paying citizens, and Muslims in other nations were
just horrified and could not believe what we saw on our TV screens.

4 Read the sentence from the speech.

Those who feel like they can intimidate our fellow citizens to take out their anger don't represent
the best of America, they represent the worst of humankind, and they should be ashamed of that
kind of behavior.

What does the verb "intimidate" convey in the sentence?

(A) a sense of bullying and demoralization

(B) a sense of indignity and impatience

(C) a sense of boasting and perseverance

(D) a sense of bewilderment and disregard
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Discursos famosos: "El islam es paz” de George
W. Bush

A raíz de los ataques terroristas del 11 de septiembre, el presidente George W. Bush pronuncia un discurso oponiéndose al sentimiento
antimusulmán, en el Centro Islámico de Washington, D.C. Photo courtesy of the U.S. National Archives.

Nota del editor: El 11 de septiembre de 2001, combatientes del grupo Al-Qaeda atacaron el

World Trade Center de Nueva York y el edificio del Pentágono cerca de Washington, D.C. En

total, 2.996 personas murieron y más de 6.000 resultaron heridas. Los atacantes seguían su

propio tipo de islam extremista.

El 17 de septiembre, el Presidente George W. Bush le habló al pueblo estadounidense para

instarlos a que no asociaran el islam con las ideas y las prácticas extremistas de al-Qaida. El

presidente dijo que el islam es una de las grandes religiones del mundo. Casi todos los mil

millones de musulmanes del mundo practican el islam en paz. Su tipo de islam no es para nada

como el de Al-Qaeda.

Antes de su discurso, Bush se reunió con un grupo de líderes musulmanes en el Centro Islámico

de Washington, D.C. Varios de esos líderes estuvieron junto al presidente cuando pronunció su

discurso. Las palabras del presidente siguen a este texto.

By George Bush, adaptado por la redacción de Newsela on 02.05.17
Word Count 664
Level 820L
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"Una fe que brinda consuelo"

Muchas gracias a todos por su hospitalidad. Como esta gente buena que está aquí a mi lado, el

pueblo estadounidense se horrorizó e indignó ante los ataques del martes pasado. Igualmente

ocurrió con los musulmanes de todo el mundo. Tanto los musulmanes estadounidenses,

ciudadanos de este país y nuestros amigos y vecinos, como los musulmanes de muchas otras

naciones, estaban horrorizados por lo que vieron en sus pantallas de televisión.

Estos terribles actos van en contra de las ideas centrales de la fe islámica. Y es importante que mis

compatriotas estadounidenses entiendan eso.

La traducción al inglés no es tan hermosa como la original en árabe, pero permítanme leer de la

biblia musulmana, el Corán: "A largo plazo, el mal será el final de aquellos que hacen el mal

extremo, porque ellos rechazaron los signos de Dios, de Alá".

La cara del terror no es en verdad la fe islámica. El islam no se trata de eso. El islam es paz. Estos

terroristas no representan la paz. Representan el mal y la guerra. 

Cuando pensamos en el islam, pensamos en una fe que brinda consuelo a más de mil millones de

personas en todo el mundo. La gente halla consuelo y paz. Y eso ha hecho que personas de todas

las razas se hayan convertido en hermanos y hermanas.

"Necesitan ser tratados con respeto"

En los Estados Unidos contamos con millones de musulmanes entre nuestros ciudadanos, y los

musulmanes hacen una contribución valiosa a nuestro país. Los musulmanes son doctores,

abogados, maestros de derecho, miembros del ejército, dueños de negocios, comerciantes, madres

y padres. Y necesitan ser tratados con respeto. En estos momentos de ira y agitación, nosotros los

estadounidenses debemos tratar a nuestros compatriotas estadounidenses con respeto.

Las mujeres que se cubren la cabeza en este país deben sentirse cómodas al salir de sus hogares.

Las madres que llevan la cabeza cubierta no deben ser amedrentadas en los Estados Unidos. Esa

no es la nación que yo conozco. Esa no es la nación que yo valoro.

Me han dicho que algunas de estas mujeres temen salir de sus hogares. Algunas no quieren ir a

hacer la compra para sus familias. Algunas no quieren seguir con sus tareas diarias porque tienen

miedo de ser atacadas. Eso no se debe permitir ni se permitirá en los Estados Unidos.

Aquellos que creen que pueden atacar a nuestros conciudadanos desahogando su ira contra ellos

no representan lo mejor de Estados Unidos. Representan lo peor de la humanidad y deberían

avergonzarse de ese tipo de comportamiento.

"Aman a los Estados Unidos"

Este es un gran país. Es un gran país porque todos compartimos los mismos valores de respeto,

dignidad y valor humano. Y es un honor para mí reunirme con líderes musulmanes que sienten lo

mismo que yo. Están indignados, están tristes. Aman a los Estados Unidos tanto como yo.

Quiero darles las gracias a todos por darme la oportunidad de venir. Y que Dios nos bendiga a

todos.
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Quiz

1 Seleccione la oración de la sección "Aman a los Estados Unidos" que demuestra cómo se sienten los líderes musulmanes ante
los ataques terroristas.

(A) Es un gran país porque todos compartimos los mismos valores de respeto, dignidad y valor humano.

(B) Y es un honor para mí reunirme con líderes musulmanes que sienten lo mismo que yo.

(C) Están indignados, están tristes.

(D) Aman a los Estados Unidos tanto como yo.

2 ¿Cuál oración del artículo es la que MEJOR respalda la idea de que la mirada del mundo estaba puesta sobre Estados Unidos?

(A) Como esta gente buena que está aquí a mi lado, el pueblo estadounidense se horrorizó e indignó ante
los ataques del martes pasado.

(B) Tanto los musulmanes estadounidenses, ciudadanos de este país y nuestros amigos y vecinos, como
los musulmanes de muchas otras naciones, estaban horrorizados por lo que vieron en sus pantallas de
televisión.

(C) Cuando pensamos en el islam, pensamos en una fe que brinda consuelo a más de mil millones de
personas en todo el mundo.

(D) En los Estados Unidos contamos con millones de musulmanes entre nuestros ciudadanos, y los
musulmanes hacen una contribución valiosa a nuestro país.

3 Lea la siguiente oración de la sección "Necesitan ser tratados con respeto".

Las mujeres que se cubren la cabeza en este país deben sentirse cómodas al salir de sus
hogares.

¿Cuál de las siguientes opciones usa la palabra "cubren" de la misma manera como se usa en la oración anterior?

(A) La primavera es hermosa porque las flores cubren el paisaje de muchos colores.

(B) Tomé una foto hermosa en la que se ve cómo las nubes cubren al sol.

(C) Ten cuidado porque con esa sonrisa cubren sus verdaderas intenciones.

(D) Mis padres siempre cubren todos los gastos cuando salimos juntos.

4 Lea el siguiente párrafo de la sección "Necesitan ser tratados con respeto".

Aquellos que creen que pueden atacar a nuestros conciudadanos desahogando su ira contra
ellos no representan lo mejor de Estados Unidos. Representan lo peor de la humanidad y
deberían avergonzarse de ese tipo de comportamiento.

¿Qué palabras del párrafo citado le ayudan al lector a entender el significado de "ira"?

(A) nuestros conciudadanos

(B) lo peor de la humanidad

(C) deberían avergonzarse

(D) tipo de comportamiento
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The USA PATRIOT Act and the changes it
brought about

President George W. Bush (seated) signs the USA PATRIOT Act in the East Room of the White House in Washington, D.C. Photo from U.S.
National Archives

USA PATRIOT Act, also called PATRIOT Act, was a series of laws passed by U.S. Congress after

the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. In full, USA PATRIOT stands for Uniting and

Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct

Terrorism Act of 2001. 

The legislation was signed into law by President George W. Bush in October 2001. It significantly

expanded the search and surveillance powers of federal law-enforcement and intelligence

agencies. 

The PATRIOT Act was amended in 2003, with numerous changes made to existing laws relating to

the privacy of telephone and electronic communications.

Bush Signs The Bill Into Law

By Encyclopaedia Britannica, adapted by Newsela staff on 06.28.17
Word Count 1,102
Level 1230L
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In the wake of the September 11 attacks, the Bush administration submitted new laws to Congress.

These would expand the powers of the government to monitor, investigate and detain suspected

terrorists. In October of 2001, the bill was approved by the Senate by a near-unanimous vote. After

a few changes made by Congress, the bill went back to Senate, where it was again approved nearly

unanimously in a vote (98–1) on October 25. The following day, President Bush signed the

measure into law.

Some key changes of the PATRIOT Act legislation had to do with the Wiretap Act, originally

written in 1968. This act had prohibited government eavesdropping, or secret listening, on private

face-to-face, telephone and electronic communications. The only rare exception allowed by a court

of law would be in cases of serious crimes. 

The PATRIOT Act added computer and terrorist crimes to the list of such serious offenses. In

these cases, law-enforcement officials could seek a court order to conduct eavesdropping.

Phone And Web Surveillance

With permission, the government could record phone calls and follow suspects as they wrote

emails and browsed the Web. Court orders for such surveillance did not require probable cause —

that is, proof that the surveillance would be likely to uncover evidence of criminal activity. They

only needed a certification by the government that the information sought was likely to be relevant

to a criminal investigation. 

In addition, another section allowed “sneak and peek” searches. These essentially allowed U.S.

authorities to search a suspect's goods without notifying them it was happening.

Other provisions of the act made changes to the operation of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance

Court (FISC), which was established by the 1978 Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). The

FISC could authorize electronic surveillance, and later physical searches, targeting foreign powers

or their agents. 

Another provision allowed the FBI to issue subpoenas — that is, order someone to testify in court

— if the agency was searching for information for a foreign intelligence or international terrorism

investigation. Orders for such information were known as National Security Letters (NSLs).

Anyone who was issued an NSL was not permitted to speak about the investigation in public, also

known as a "gag order."

Increased Security

In other titles, the PATRIOT Act increased the powers of the Secretary of the Treasury to combat

money laundering, in which terrorist organizations illegally obtain money. The new act tripled the

number of border patrol, customs service and Immigration and Naturalization Service officers

along the northern U.S. border. It established new terrorism-related reasons for detaining or

deporting foreign nationals or denying them admittance to the United States. The Act also

expanded the definition of “material support” for terrorist organizations to include “expert advice

or assistance."

Some lawmakers had questioned whether some provisions were constitutional. To address these

concerns, a section was added that said 16 sections and two subsections of the act would cease to
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have effect on December 31, 2005. These laws with expiration dates are also known as "sunset

provisions."

Sunset Provisions

Sunset provisions due to end in 2005–2006 were extended to March 2006. Eventually, Congress

compromised on a new set of changes, which were signed into law by Bush on March 9, 2006.

These made 14 of the original temporary measures permanent and extended two others to

December 31, 2009. The new act also extended the “lone wolf” provision, originally written in

2004. This permitted surveillance and physical searches aimed at people from other countries who

are in the U.S. and are “engaged in international terrorism or activities in preparation for

international terrorism.”

As the new sunset date approached in 2009, there were new measures introduced that were

designed to reduce some of the government's surveillance power. None of these measures

succeeded. The provisions were extended again in 2011, and then to June 1, 2015, by the PATRIOT

Sunsets Extension Act of 2011. It was signed into law by President Barack Obama on May 26.

USA Freedom Act Replaces PATRIOT Act

On June 2, 2015, Obama signed the Senate-approved USA Freedom Act into law. It replaced the

PATRIOT Act and lessened the government’s authority to collect data. This revision was largely a

response to the revelations of Edward Snowden. 

In 2013 Snowden, a government worker, revealed the government’s massive collection of phone

and Internet records, which brought attention to the spying powers by National Security Agency

(NSA). The Freedom Act stipulated that the government can access such data from phone

companies only after submitting public requests to the FISA Court.

Critics of the PATRIOT Act charged that several parts of it were unconstitutional or could easily be

abused by federal authorities. Section 215 of the Act, for example, allegedly violated the privacy

protections of the Fourth Amendment. It allowed the government to perform searches without a

warrant, or permission from a court. It also did not require notification of the target, even after the

search had taken place.

Critics Speak Out

Similarly, Section 218 effectively allowed the FBI to conduct surveillance of U.S. citizens without

showing probable cause of criminal activity. In addition, according to critics, the sneak-and-peek

searches authorized by Section 213 were “unreasonable” as that term had been interpreted in

Fourth Amendment case law.

Critics also charged that Section 215 could be against the First Amendment freedoms of speech

and association. They claimed that the section’s gag order applied even when there was no need

for secrecy. Section 505, they said, violated First Amendment rights even more grossly, because it

authorized searches partly based on someone who was exercising their First Amendment rights to

free speech. It also imposed gag orders without requiring any form of review by a judge.

From 2001 various provisions of the PATRIOT Act were challenged in court. In the case Holder v.

Humanitarian Law Project (2010), the U.S. Supreme Court decided that the act’s definition of
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“material support” as including expert advice or assistance did not violate the freedoms of speech

and association.
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Quiz

1 Read this MAIN idea of the article.

The PATRIOT Act is a controversial law that gave the government sweeping new power to use
surveillance to fight terrorism. The law has been challenged as unconstitutional because it is
easily abused and infringes on the right to privacy.

Adding which of these details would MOST strengthen the above MAIN idea?

(A) a quote from President Bush about the importance of the PATRIOT Act

(B) a list of specific examples of times the government abused its power under the PATRIOT Act

(C) an explanation of the information that Edward Snowden shared to illustrate his concerns with the
PATRIOT Act

(D) a description of all the court cases that were brought against the PATRIOT Act

2 Read the sentence from the section "Critics Speak Out."

Section 505, they said, violated First Amendment rights even more grossly, because it authorized
searches partly based on someone who was exercising their First Amendment rights to free
speech.

HOW do the words "violated" and "grossly" affect the TONE of the sentence?

(A) They convey the important and pressing need for the PATRIOT Act.

(B) They convey the serious concern and outrage of the PATRIOT Act's critics.

(C) They convey the angry and boisterous view that the law is out of control.

(D) They convey the somber and dejected belief that the PATRIOT Act will never be improved.

3 Read the selection from the section "USA Freedom Act Replaces PATRIOT Act."

Critics of the PATRIOT Act charged that several parts of it were unconstitutional or could easily
be abused by federal authorities. Section 215 of the Act, for example, allegedly violated the
privacy protections of the Fourth Amendment.

What is the meaning of the phrase "allegedly violated" as used in the sentence above?

(A) reported by multiple sources to have broken the law

(B) proven with trustworthy evidence to have broken the law

(C) caused anger and frustration for having broken the law

(D) caused irrevocable changes to the law for having broken it

4 Which option provides an accurate and objective summary of the article?

(A) The PATRIOT Act was signed in October of 2001 to keep Americans safer and was an invaluable
source of intelligence for the war on terrorism.

(B) The PATRIOT Act changed the rules established in the Wiretap Act that restricted the government's
ability to do certain things during investigations.

(C) The PATRIOT Act the unprecedented inclusion of terrorist acts committed on and using computers was
the most significant expansion of federal authority.

(D) The PATRIOT Act was established after the September 11 terrorist attacks to give the government new
surveillance tools to fight terrorism.
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